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Kick-off Event  
Joint Action Skills4Recovery  
Enhancing Skilled Labour Training  
for Ukraine’s Recovery 
 

Agenda 
 
Date: 20.09.2024, 10:00 – 16:00 
Address: 100 Velyka Vasylkivska Street, Kyiv 
Venue: MacPaw Space, Horizon Room 
 
The kick-off event for the Joint Action Skills4Recovery marks the joining of the EU, Poland and Estonia to 
the ongoing Programme of the German Government. Outcomes from the Programme's first year and 
plans for further enhanced support will also be presented. 
 
Representatives from the Government, VET institutions, civil society, international organisations, and the 
business community will meet to discuss topics such as the initial and further training of a skilled 
workforce, enhancing the inclusivity of education and workplaces, and activating all working-age 
population groups for Ukraine’s recovery and economic development. 
 
Moderator of the event: Oleh Paniuta 
 

10:00 – 10:30 Welcome Coffee (30 minutes) 
  

OPENING 
  

10:30 – 11:30 
 

Welcome Speeches  
 
Opening Panel: Applying International Experience to Qualify Workforce for 
Ukraine’s Recovery (60 minutes) 
 
With partners from the EU, Germany, Poland, Estonia, and Government representatives, 
the discussion will focus on how new countries joining the Skills4Recovery Programme 
can boost the training of a qualified workforce in Ukraine. Each country’s strengths will 
be explored, and how these can benefit Ukraine’s recovery efforts. 
 

Speakers: 
• Dmytro Zavgorodnii, Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Ukraine 
• Tetyana Berezhna, Deputy Minister of Economy of Ukraine  
• Henrik Huitfeldt, Head of the Local and Human Development Section at the EU 

Delegation to Ukraine 
• Marcus Koll, Development Counsellor, Embassy of the Federal Republic of 

Germany in Ukraine  
• Agnieszka Góralska, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of the Republic of 

Poland in Ukraine  
• Klen Jäärats, Executive Director of the Estonian Centre for International 

Development (ESTDEV) 
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 Live Polling: Identifying the most pressing discussion points through polling attendees 
 

 

11:30 – 11:45  
Presentation of the Joint Action Skills4Recovery and key outcomes of the first 
year of the Programme (15 minutes)  
 

• Michael Paulo, Programme Director “Skills4Recovery”, GIZ GmbH, and  
• Paweł Kost, Director of the Representative Office of the Solidarity Fund PL in 

Ukraine 
 

  

11:45 – 12:05 Coffee Break (20 minutes) 
  

PART 1 

12:05 – 12:15 Success Story (10 minutes) 
 
Liubov Kotsur from Vinnytsia will share her story of becoming a professional wheeled 
vehicle repair mechanic within the Skills4Recovery Programme and initiating her own 
business.  
 
Video story:  
Brothers Roman and Oleksandr Senechko from Drohobych, Lviv region, will share their 
inspiring journey of becoming certified welders after short-term training within the 
Skills4Recovery Programme. 

12:15 – 13:00 Panel Discussion I: Enhancing Workforce Training through Public-Private 
Partnerships (45 minutes)  

Partners will explore the professional development process, from choosing an 
occupation in school to initial or further training and employment, focusing on how 
partnerships between the state, educational institutions and businesses at each stage 
can help students gain practical skills to enter the labour market and increase their 
employment prospects. 
 
Speakers: 

• Iryna Shumik, Director General of the Directorate of Vocational Education, 
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine  

• Yevhen Klopotenko, chef, civic activist, and founder of NGO “Kult Food” 
• Oleksandr Tscherewko, head of Technical Service Center, Robert Bosch Ltd.  
• Roman Stetskyi, Director of the VET School #29, Lviv city  

 
Audience members will be invited to the stage to join the panel discussion. 
 

  

13:00 – 13:15 Presentation of Skills4Recovery product – New branding for VET schools (15 
minutes)  
 

• Volodymyr Smyrnov, design director and partner at Spiilka design buro 
• Anastasiia Zherebetska, design director and partner at Spiilka design buro  

  



  

 

 

 
Implemented by: 

13:15 – 14:00 Lunch (45 minutes) 

14:00 – 14:15 Live Polling (15 minutes) 
Identifying the most pressing discussion points from the first part of the conference 
through polling attendees. 

  

PART 2 

14:15 – 14:30  
 

Motivational Speech (15 minutes) 
 
Speaker: veteran Oleksandr “Teren” Budko (tbc)  
 
Discover first-hand the importance of addressing educational and workplace barriers, 
creating inclusive environments, providing psychological support, and encouraging 
veterans and other vulnerable groups to advance their education and enter the labour 
market. 

 

14:30 – 14:50  
 

Presentation of Skills4Recovery product – Online Educational Platform for 
Veterans (20 minutes) 
 

• Yevheniia Smirnova, Deputy Minister of Education and Science of Ukraine  
 

14:50 – 15:20 Panel Discussion II: Making Education and Work Accessible to All (30 minutes) 
 
Government representatives and veteran organisations will discuss strategies for 
engaging all working-age populations, especially vulnerable groups, in the labour market 
through initial and further vocational training. 
 
Speakers: 

• Valentyna Rybalko, Deputy Director of the State Employment Centre  
• Olena Kulchytska, Advisor to the Minister of Social Policy of Ukraine  
• Iryna Haluzinska, Project Manager of Praktyka, Veteran Hub 

 

15:20 – 15:35 Live Polling (15 minutes) 
Identifying the most pressing discussion points from the second part of the conference 
through polling attendees. 

  

CLOSING 

15:35 – 16:00   
 

Closing the Conference (25 minutes) 
 
Moderator’s Summary: The moderator will highlight key points and actionable items from 
the discussions, focusing on the next steps. 
 

 
 


